Chatham Arts Grassroots Subgrants 2011
History:

The state Department of Cultural Resources (DCR) established the NC Arts Council Grassroots Arts program through the NC General Assembly in 1977. The purpose is to provide an equitable and reliable source of state funding for community-based organizations and programs in all 100 counties and to allow citizens/arts council leaders at the local level to decide on the best use for this funding. 
The Chatham County Arts Council serves as the Designated County Partner for the DCR & the NC Arts Council. Designated 
County Partners apply on three year cylces for funds to disburse as sub grants to other county non-profit arts programs. Allotments are determined by the state in proportion to county population. Arts supporters lobby legislators annually to help further develop this fund.

Important Dates:

· Informational Session – March 16th, 2011 at 45 West Street, Pittsboro. Conference Room, 6 pm.

· Submit Applications – May 6th, 2011 by 5  pm.
· Grant Award Notifications – Week of June 1, 2011

· Funds Disbursed – June 2011 for use between July 1, 2011 & June 30, 2012. All awarded funds must be spent during this grant period. 
· Project Completion and Reporting Deadline – June 1, 2012
Typical Award Amounts: $1,000.00 (range: $150 - $2500)

We have $9,657 to disburse total.

Funding Priorities:

· To apply, you must be affiliated with a Chatham County non-profit. We cannot fund individuals.

· You must be applying for an arts-related project. 

· 15% of the programs we fund must be “multi-cultural.” This means that the programs must either involve artists from a variety of cultural backgrounds or the program content must raise awareness of varied cultural traditions.

· The state requires us to grant preference to arts agencies  (visual arts, theatre, music, other performing arts)

· Funded events and programs must be conducted within Chatham County.

Allowable Uses:

Program expenses such as artist fees and travel, advertising, publicity, scripts, costumes, sets, props, music.
Performances
Art Exhibitions

Artist Residencies in Schools

Arts Classes (includes literary, performing, and visual arts)

Arts Workshops (includes literary, performing, and visual arts)

Art Walks

Studio Tours

Festivals

After School Arts Programs

Arts Camps

Arts-related Research

Arts-related web site development

All programs must feature qualified art professionals. 
Programs by non-arts agencies, including libraries and community colleges, must be community-based and encourage regional participation.
Non-allowable Uses:

· Subgrants may not be awarded for prizes, scholarships, tuition and financial awards.  

• Religious organizations or churches may not receive grassroots funds unless the programs are presented outside regular church services, engage the larger community, and do not contain religious content. 

• Grassroots funds may not be used for activities associated with a school’s internal arts programs such as in-school student performances, the purchase of art supplies, or student arts competitions and publications.

 • Art, music and dance therapists* (Art, Music and Dance Therapists: Art, music and dance therapists conducting a therapeutic program can not be funded. However, qualified artists conducting an arts program in a health care setting may be supported with Grassroots funds. 

• Artwork 

• Capital expenditures

• Contingency funds 

• Deficit reduction 

• Fundraising events 

• Food or beverages for hospitality or entertainment functions 

• School band activities or equipment 

• Interest on loans, fines or litigation costs 

• Lobbying expenses 

• Oral history and history projects*** (However, folklife documentation of traditional arts including the creation of interviews, photography, videography and other documentary media is eligible for support through the Grassroots Arts Program). 

• Tuition for academic study, music camps and art classes 

For School Programs:

As noted above, ChathamArts subgrants can provide funding for artist educational residencies. Note that if you are applying for an on-site performance, you must also coordinate a classroom workshop in conjunction with this. The residency must be connected to the standard course of study in some way. 

Example 1: You provide a performance to the whole school but also have performer visit a classroom to talk about the historical and cultural context of the performance, or to use dance and movement to teach other concepts such as geography, math, or science. One musician took students into the woods to identify various kinds of trees that are used as wood sources for manufacturing guitars. He also used music to teach the concept of sound waves and mathematical formulas. In a separate session, he discussed the stories, history, and culture underlying his songwriting and the historical traditions that inspired his music.

Example 2: Pottery workshops can be used to teach earth sciences, history, geology, and geography. 

Let us know if you would like a list of recommended Arts in Education specialists/artists in residence. 

